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NEW AND REVISED IN PAPERBACK
Technology is changing
money and this book looks at
where it might be taking us.
Technology has transformed
money from physical objects
to intangible information. With
the arrival of smart cards,
mobile phones and Bitcoin it
has become easier than ever
to create new forms of money.
Crucially, money is also
inextricably connected with
our identities. Your card or
phone is a security device that
can identify you – and link
information about you to your
money.

REVIEWS AND ENDORSEMENTS OF THE HARDBACK
“When a book comes along with glowing praise on its sleeve from Kenneth Rogoff and an
introduction by the chief economist at the Bank of England, you know you’ve got something
hot on your hands. This analysis of money by one of the world’s leading experts on the
subject does not disappoint.”
JAY ELWES, PROSPECT MAGAZINE
“For those new to the history of money, [Birch’s] gallop through past millennia will be eyeopening. He has a nose for good stories and he writes with confidence.”
REBECCA SPANG, FINANCIAL TIMES
“Before Babylon, Beyond Bitcoin is a timely and illuminating contribution which should be
widely read by graduate students of finance, financial law and related topics, as well as
policymakers involved in financial regulation.”
STEPHEN MINAS, LSE REVIEW OF BOOKS
“Insightful, thought provoking and simply enjoyable to read!”
SIMON COCKING, CRYPTOCOIN NEWS
“Marvellous. A deeply-researched and brilliant synthesis of history, technology and
futurology, and a worthy follow-up to Birch’s pioneering 2014 book on identity as the new
money.” -- Kenneth Rogoff, Thomas D. Cabot Professor of Public Policy and Professor of
Economics at Harvard University.
“Birch has written a plain-English appreciation of where money is going. The banker who
devotes time to the book, and to thinking over the implications of what Birch writes, will
come away with a better idea on where money is headed.”
STEVE COCHEO, BANKING EXCHANGE

“David Birch brings out in rich and lucid detail the full historical journey money has been
undertaking and the technological revolutions it has encountered en route. Historical
scholars, technologists, monetary economists and policy makers will all find something in
here to hold their attention, to reshape their view of history or technology, finance or policy.”
From the foreword by Andrew Haldane, Chief Economist of the Bank of England and
member of the Monetary Policy Committee
"Taking a journey through the past and future of money with Dave Birch is not only eyeopening. It’s immensely entertaining. You get Milton Friedman mixed with Bill Bryson. With
money undergoing one of its periodic paradigm shifts, I can't think of a better guide than
Birch for navigating this exciting yet highly disruptive moment."
Michael J. Casey, co-author of The Age of Cryptocurrency: How Bitcoin and the Blockchain
are Challenging the Global Economic Order.
“Dave Birch knows his stuff. His writing, as well as being on the pulse of fintech, is always
diced with fantastically obscure stories from history, so it never fails to be both witty and
informed. You, the reader, are simultaneously entertained and educated. What more could
you want from a book?”
Dominic Frisby, author of ‘Bitcoin: The Future of Money?’
“Whether you agree with his controversial predictions or not, Dave’s fascinating tale of the
interrelationship between technology and money is required reading for those interested in
either or both of them.”
Alastair Lukies CBE, Chair of Innovate Finance and the Prime Minister’s Business
Ambassador for Fintech.
“This is a book I’m proud to endorse, not only because it’s well written, funny and full of
great facts and history, but because the author is about the smartest guy on the planet when
it comes to the future of money.”
From the foreword by Brett King, best-selling author of Augmented: Life in the Smart Lane

David Birch is an internationally-recognised thought leader in digital money and digital
identity. He is a Director of Consult Hyperion, the technical and strategic consultancy that
specialises in electronic transactions. He is the author of Identity is the New Money.
‘Perspectives’ are essays on big ideas by leading writers, each given free rein to reframe an
issue of great contemporary interest. The series editor is economist DIANE COYLE. She is the
author of several books, including GDP: A Brief but Affectionate History (2014) and The
Economics of Enough (2011).
June 24th 2019 * 296pp PAPERBACK (234mm x 156mm) * £14.99
ISBN 978-1-907994-91-3
Trade orders to: NBN International
Tel: +44 (0) 1752 202301 orders@nbninternational.com

Cover image: ‘Money Engine’ by Austin Houldsworth.
Banknotes become fuel in this vision derived from his work
for the Future of Money Design Awards

